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Bo Gritz

is back

huntmg for PWs

" Bangkok ' (UPT)—~Former Green

- Beret James (Bo) Gritz has slipped
Jpack into Thailand to ‘resume his .

search for American PWs he be

‘lieves .are still held captive in Com- .
munist .Laos, a Thai .immigration-. ~trying to discredit him and prevent "
-official -said yesterday. -

. Gritz, 44,.a retired heutenant col
onel who was highly decorated for’

. Vietnam_ -war service, arrived in’

Bangkok on May 13, said the official. -
Grit?’ whereabouts were & close}y

- guarded secret. -
in a taped message to Bangkok’s .

two English language newspapers,
Gritz vowed to continue “Operation
Lazarus,” the code name of a covert
mission to Jocate American-service-
men who he claims have been held
‘prisoner in lndochina since the end
of the Vietnam war in 1975.

THE MISSION, involving at least
two secret forays into Laos since
late last year, has been condemned
by the governments of Laos, Thai- -
land and the United States.

But Gritz claimed in the message
to the newspapers that he was

attmg with oifncxal clearance “Iam
not -& vigilante” Gritz said. “I was
asked by my government to do what
I am doing, and 1 am doing it”
_But: be .said “evil forces” were

his team from locating and ireemg
. the American prisoners.

. Gritz claimed to be working fora
specxal intelligence group known as
the ISA. -

A U.8. Embassy -official m‘Bang-
kok described Gritz’ - crossborder
forays into Laos-as “very unhelp-
ful” to the government's -efforts 1o
determine whether American :pris-
oners were being held in Indochina.

“I wish Gritz would use:Inore
orthodox methods;” the official said.

Gritz and four other members of
his team were ‘given one-year sus-
pended jail sentences March 11 af-

ter they were convicted of illegal -

possession of sophisticated, ‘radio
equipment in the northeastern Thal
town of Nakhon Phanom, just
across the Mekong River from Laos.
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